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THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 1, 1864.

NOMINATION OF GEN. McOLELLAN.

The resder will learn from the intelligence given
in another column that the Chisago 'Convention,
reflecting, we dcubt 'not, the vastly preponderant
sentiment of its constituents, and responding to
‘the wishes and expectations of multitudes among
the loyal citizens of the United States not formally

ted in that body, has placed before the
people in nomination for the next Presidency the
name of Major General Grorak B. MoCLELLAN.

The expression of the popular preference for this
distinguished ‘soldier has been so marked during
the last few months that the decision of the
Convention can be said to have done hardly
more than give orgsnio shape and form to & senti-
ment pervadiog that great mass of the people in
the Loyal Btates who have become dissatisfied with
the conduot of the present Administration. And
where the indication of this sentiment has been
#o universal, and its expression so spontaneous, it
would be easy to infer the presence of natural
oauses adequate t) produce such results, for a pub-
lic sentiment so wide-spread and so genuine is never
the offspring of factitious influences. These na-
tural oauses lie upon the surface, and constitute in
their mere recapitulation at once an explanation
and & defence of the decision which the Convention
has reached.

. As n'man, it is universally conceded that Major
General MoClellan possesses in the highest degree
those qualities which inspire respeot, confidence,
snd sdmiration. Uhiting to purity and probity of
private character, as enjoined by thé moral law,
the virtues and graces engrafied on that character
by the code of the Christian faith, he presents
in his person the embodiment of a patriotism
which takes its animating impulses not only from
s peroeption of what iz due to man, but from a
. profound sense of responsibility to God. And in

-this day of mutation and uncertainty, when so
many foundations of human hope have been de-
stroyed, it is much, very much to koow that the
man on whom we rely is a man who regulates his
oonduct according to the prineiples and precepts
of Christianity, as received not merely in the un-
derstanding, but s made the rule and guide of
his life.

And in every position in which Gen. MoClellan
has been placed it is safe to say that his successes,
and the successes of the cause which he represent-
ed; have been in proportion to the degree in
which his advice was followed or rejected by
his civil or military superiors in ' the conduot of
the war. If this fact was for a time obscured from
the popular mind, which locks more to results
than to their oauses, it has been set ina clearlight
by the subsequent progress of the war, in vindi-
oating the military administration of Gen. McClel-
lan from the disparagement to which it was igno-
rantly subjected before men had bad the opportu-
nity of comparing it with that of his successors in
command. And not only has his prznctioal sense
in the management of large armies in the field
been thus approved by the comparative judgment
of the people, but his penetrating insight into the
nature and objects of the war, and therefore into the
principles on which it should be conducted, has
proved him to possess l.ulw head as well as a
strong hand. These are qualities which the peo-
ple know how to admire, and the value of whica
is seen to be as great in other fields of executive
administration as in the condact of armies in the
field and in the presence of & vigilant and power-
ful enemy.

It need not be disgnised that Gon, MeClellan
owes, in some degree, the extent and the warmth of
the popular enthusiasm every where manifested in
his favor to thé persecutions of which he has been
made the objeot, and to the unjust obloquy by
which he has been hunted slike in the field and since
his retircment from active command. The attacks
thus made upon him have been so obviously the
offspring of cfficial jeslousies or partisan rivalries
that the people bave resented the injustice dome
to him not only from that love of fair play which
is instinctive among them, but also bocause they
have had the esgacity to perceive that this injus-
tice td him was a wrong done to the national
osuse. They know that McClellan was not kept
in retirement for want of capacity when sach
as have been trusted eolsewhere were placed
in posts of honor and responsibility. © And,
if they did not know it before, they know it only
too well now, in the full view of what has been done
by men who, with all the help of the authori‘ies in
Washington, have accomplished no more (barring
the greater number of lives they have sacrificed)
than he was able to accomplish while sometimes
finding thoee authorities almost as much & hindrance
as a help in his operstions.

Whether, therefore, we look to the elements of
Gen. McClellan’s character or to the history of his
conduct, we find in each a guarantee of those guali-
ties and traits which the people most delight to
honor. Early signalized by his military comredes
and superiors as & man of mark in his profession,
and adding to the knowledge of an sccomplished
soldier the enlarged and liberal culture derived
from studies of practical science as well as of liter-
ature, he would bring to the Presidency the graces
which adorn that hich station as well as thestrength
necessary to bear its burdens in this day of trial
nd-p.rpluxity. Posacssing & mind more remark-
able for solidity than brilliancy, calm in his judg-
ments, deliberato in his purpo es, but, afier delibe-
ration, tenacicus of his resolves, he presents a

combination of intellectusl qualities and mental
traits 'whieh, though rare in one so young, may be
justly held to derive fresh strength and beauty
from their union with the unspent vigor of early
manhood. R

Buch we suppose to be some of the grounds on
whieh the candidaey of Gen. MeClellan may be just-
ly vindioated before the American people, and the
spontaneous enthusiasm olicited by his name, s
well in the walks of private Jife as in the camp of
the soldier, is & sufficiont token of the earnestness
with “whioch these motives of personal confidenoce
aro ohiorished by multitudes of the people,

|- And il these are the

| débervedly dommand for Gen, MeOlellan the. ve-

speot aud covfidence of his euatrymen, it is only
just to say that his political principles are such as
commend

every lover aud supporter of the Ugion, based on
the Constitution and the laws made in o8
thereof. Ho ptands to-day as the represeatative
embcdiment of those principles which, at one time
in the history of this sad war, enabled the nation
to present an undivided front sgainst the revolu-
tionary violepce of urmed sedition at the Bouth
snd the equally revolutionary exactions of politioal
radioalism’ at the North, If President Lineoln
had possessed the requisite steadfastness to pre-
serve the consisteney of his opinions—if he had not
yielded to a ‘“pressare’” from which he asked
others to religve the country, without having the
strength of will to relieve himself from its growing
demavds—he might to-day have stood in the
same commanding attitude, and; o standing, might
have leaned on the support of aloyal and a united
people. But he has chosen to complicate his
position, and therefore the fortunes of the Union,
80 far us they are subject to his control, with poli-
cies lying not only outside of thy Constitution, but
conceived in palpable contradiction with its letter
aod spirit, as that instrument is construed and
interpreted by many, we believe by a vast majority
of the loyal people of the United States. From
these embarrassments ‘and ocomplications Gen.
MdClellan is " free, and the vantage ground which
this consideration affords him is apparent to all,
and cannot but have its weight in determining the
preponderance of the popular judgment, as it shall
incline to the candidacy of the one or of the other,
aceording to their comparative opportunities and
oapacities for dealing with the questions involved
in a restoration of the Union. The rledges and
commitments which President Lincoln hes assumed
by his extri-constitutional proclamations, and
which are re-affirmed by his late manifesto pre-
soribing the terms of peace, render it impossible
for us to expect any thing like a pacification of our
troubles under his Administration, and the success
of his military conduot does not offer to the mont
saoguine any better hope that he will succeed in
ezterminating the elements of dissatisfaotion which
he is unsble or unwilling to appesse by concilia-
tion. Our only hope of Union and peace, as also
of a return to the normal sway of the laws within
the Loyal States, is therefore reposed in a change
of men in the adwipistration _of the Government,
to be followed by a ol-ange of policy in the man-
agement of our affiirs, and, so thinking, we shall
not hesitate to give our cordial support to the
nomination of General McClellan.

We need not say that we shall in the future, as
in the past, observe towards those who differ from
us in opinion the same deference and]candor we
seek hebitually to practise towards our polisical
opponents, but, having come te this determination
under the stropgest convictions of pablic duty, we
would beseech all our fellow-citizens, without dis-
tinetion of party, to approach the consideration of
the question now presented for their desision under
a deep and abiding scnse of what is due to them-
selves, to their country, and to their God, in this
day of national tiibulation and peril. And may
He who controls the hearts of the people so guide
them in the choice they shall make in the impend.
ing election that, casting out passion and preju-
dice, they may choose for their chief ruler that
man who shall be owned and blessed of Heaven,
as one sent in meroy rather than in wrath to our
suffering nation !

NOMINATION FOR THE VICE PRESIDENCY.

The choice of the Chicago Convention, as the
candidate presented by it for the Viee Presidenoy

of the United States, has fallen on the Hon.

Grorax H. PEnpLETON, of Ohio.

This gentleman has been for many years a dis-
tinguished member of the Hounse of Reprosenta-
tives, having been first clected .to a seat in the
Thirty-fifth Congress, and he has been continued,
by the confidence of his oconstituents, in that
branch of the publie serviee down to the present
time.

We do not need to say for the information of our
readers that in all the discussions of the trying
period embraced within the last six or seven years
Mr. PeNxprLETON has made himself felt as a man
not only of eloquence and of ability, but as one
remarkuble for the comprehensive and philosophi-
cal reach of his views on all political questions,
which he never fails to consider in the light of the
principles they involve rather than in the sapects
suggested by temporary considcrations of party
policy or advantage. 1t is for this reason that,
alike by the practical measures of legislation which
he has proposed and by the elevated grounds on
which ho bases the defence of his opinions, he haa
won for himself the respect of political opponents
as well as the admiration of politieal friends.

CIVIL GOVERNMENT IN ALEXANDRIA.

—ry

The Alexandrig * State Jourpal” informa ns that the at-
teropt, whish was made by some of the residents of that
oity, to subvert the oivil government and plaed the eity
exolunively in the haods of the military has failed. The
pelitions, naking for the chauge iotimated that the loya,
taxpuyers were oppressed by the  restored Government
of Virgioia,” and asked for relief by the interference of the
military powar. The understanding was that the military
governor would take matters into hin own baods, sanetion
refusal by the people to pay any taxes to the civil authority
of the State, and thus ignore the State Governwent. The
motive of the signers the Jourosls ssserts te have been
the moreenary one of saving a few dolists of taxes, and it
eoncludes its review of this singnlar movement by showing
how it has ended, thaa ! |

“The mevemont becoming known to President Lin
coln, he sddressed s eommunioaion st onee to Gen.
Slough, notifying bim that the military should net interfore
with the eivil power exoept where military necessity 1m-
peratively demanded it; that the people were no judges
where that pecesmty should miee; toat it was o
tent for the military sommander alona to determioe that,
and that the sole revponeibility would be nupon him. As
there is not even the pretence of military necessity in this
onse—ns the Btate Goveroment is besrtily oo-operating
Wiih the General Government in supprosaing the rebellion—

the reapunsibility was a little too great for any military

commander to take upon his shonlders. Ho the whole
ground.”

matter drops to the |

The eonree pursasd in this onse is diffsrent, we think,
from what was done in Norfulk & short timo ago. At that
plaoe, we believs, the military sommander submitted to &
direct vote of the people the question whether or not the
municipal government shonld be abolisted or suspended ;
nod, lo aecordance with s small vote wo taken, the military
was substituted for the ciril power,

The Turkish cotton crop in said %6 bs more than four-

fold what it wos Isat year,

themselves to the cordisl mooeptance of

!

WHENCE AND WHITHER!

Itis hlhohcrnﬂoTlh’atﬂlg sotors in the
midst of great events rarely penetrate the origin,

their direotion, quality, and scope. Those who
dwsll in the heart of » great complication feel too
scutely each scparate throb of its mighty beatings

its pulsations.  When the heads of men are made
dizzy by the gigantic sweep and whirl of a great re-
volution there are very fow who mark snd messure
ita.elements with sufficient minuteness and oconti-
nuity to caleulste from any given are of its pro-
grees the curve through which it is moving. The
present Emperor of the French has boasted that
he “ understands his epoch.” It may be that he
is one of those who, by their sagacity or the eleva-
tion of their views, can peroeive more olearly than
their contemporaries the “logio of events ;” but.it
is safe to say that no epoch fully underatands itseif.
The passions of men are so implioated with the
movements which agitate society in & time of revo-
lutionary phrensy that it is as impossible for
us; under such circumstances, to profit by the les-
aons of history ss by the dissolving views which
pass before our eyes, since both alike leava no per-
manent trace on minds preocoupied by the exocite-
ments which give intensity and vehemence to the
current that is bearing us along.

We do not profess any more than others among
our more enlightened contemporaries to understand,
the sweep of the eocentric orbit through which
this nation is moving, sfter having, more than
three years ago, “shot madly from its sphere.”
It is mot yet olear to our minds whether the path
we are deseribing has even the elements of a re-
entering ourve, or whether it is an erratic flight
through space, in which we have forever passed
beyond the reach of those “sweet influences” that

 once bound our Pleiades in their choral harmony.

But we think we do perceive enough of the ele-
menis that mark our course to justify the infer-
ence that the -‘astrologers and monthly prognosti-
oators * who are looking for a speedy exit lrom the
troubles which environ the land are men who h ve
0o glimmering, much less a olear-sighted and phi-
losophical peroeption of the situation in which we
are placed.

Many are anxiously inquiring (and it is a proper
subject of anxious inquiry) when will this war
cease? For there are many who igoorantly sup-
pose th:at it is the war which makes the disturb-
ance in our political syst:m, Looking merely
on the surface of events and living under the
pressure of evils which make themselves tdo
sensibly felt to admit of ealm and scientific inquiry
into their origin, such persons mistake the effcct
for the cause, and in their find wishes transfer to
the contingent disappearance of the former all the
wistfal hopes and expeotations that can be justified
snd fulfilled only by the disappearance of the latter.
The war is not the source of the woes which afflict
our body politio. It is but the hideous ulcer whose
virulence and wide-spreading infection nnly serve
to mark the intensity and depth of the gan-
grene which has infused itself through our politi-
cal system, until, in the expressive diction of the
Scriptures, “ the whole head is sick and the whole
heart faint. From the sole of the fcot even unto
the head there is no soundness in it, but wounds
and bruises and putrefying sores; they have not
been closed, neither bound up, neither mollified
with ocintment.”

We have no doubt there were good men of both
parties who, in the midst of the Great Rebel-
lion” whose record still lives in the pages of
Clarendon, were wont to exclaim, “when will this
war cease I””  They supposed, in the imaginations
of their hearts, that the war was tle revolution
through which they were passing, but in fact it
was only a phase and stage of the revolution, As
that mighty civil commotion bad gathered momen-
tum aad volume through loog and weary years of
dissension in Church and State before it culmi-
nated in armed confliots between the supporters of
Kiog and of Parliament, between Cavaliers and
Roundheads, between Churchmen and Puritans,
#o it was not uatil after the lapse of well-nigh fifty
years from the date of the first battle which
marked the trapsition point of the strife as it
passed from words to blows, that the oscilltions
of the movement were composed by the acces-
sion of William and Mary to the British
throne in the year 1688. The war between Charles
1. and his revolted subjects oame to an end, as all
wars must come to an end, and only the more
speedily bocause they arc waged with spasma of
violence. But tho war between Charles and his
subjects was not the revolution. The British nation
finally rested from the agitations of that convulsion
neither under the iron rule of Cromwell nor under
the effeminate sceptre of Charles II, nor yet under
the ambiguous sway of James 1I. The petiod of
the Protectorate was s re-action againat the tenden~
oies whioh had loog been gathering head during pro-
oeding reigns before they broke out in war during
the reign of Charles I. The period of the Resto-
ration under Charles 1I. and James II. was & re-
action against the violenoe done to the traditions
and instinota of the British people by the men who
presumptuously flew in the face of both. All was
ebb and flow in the tidal movements of this event-
ful epoch in Koglish history until the waters found
» level in 1688,

And 0, in the days when the French revolution
of 1789 was enacting its horrors in Paris and
throughout France, we dare say there were many
patriots who, failing to mppreciate the nature or
magnitude of the orisis, cried in an agony from the
depthaof their despair, “ when 1w/l this war ceasc 7"’
But the war which erected the guillotine in Paris

YRS | and ravaged the fields of La Vendée, and which

fioally spresd its flames over the face of Kurope,
was not the French revolution, for that revolution has
not yet completed its oyole. The present Emperor
of the Frenoh is a8 lineally the offspring of that
revalution as was the Directory, or the Consulate,
or the first Kmperor, or the Restoration of the Bour-
bns in 1814, or the acoession of Louis Phillipe in
1880, or the Republic in 1848. As there are
wheels within wheels so there are revolutions within
revolutions, and the grest revolution of 1789 in
Franoce contained all these revolutions within its
bosom, and who shall say that we have seen the

Inst of its monster birthe? What politioal astron-

Rerocive the complexion, or ecomprehend the varie- | P
ty of the influences which give to those events

to count with calmness and scouracy the rate: of

| other hias yet caloulated the elements of that pomet

whose flaming path in the heavens once fixed the
gase of Kurope, and still ¢ with fear of change
plexes monarchs 7 _
The reader has alrexdy made for himself the ap-
plication of the lessons taught by these great his-
torio events for the instruction of our own times.
We are liviog in the very centre of ‘a gigantio
insurrection. Whether we find the well-heads of
‘this confliot in differences of political opinion, in
antagonisms of economiocal interest, or'in contra-
‘rieties of civilization engendered by distinet sooial
systems, certain it is that the origin of our con-
fliet dates almost as far back in the history of this
Bation as the eomparatively short period of - its
existence will permit. Is it about slavery that we
sre fighting? "hen the origin of the contest
ts its roots in the foundations of the Republie,
for it was in differences on this subject that the
comprowmises of the Constitution were formed with
the most difficulty, as they have ever since fur-
nished the sharpest points of contact between the
Slaveho!ding and Non-slaveholding States. Is it
& question of constitutional relations between the
States snd the National Government which has
put arms in the hands of angered and contending
sections? Then the war takes its origin and mo-
tive from political differences contemporaneous with
the birth of the Constitution, for the heresy of
secession is but the natural product of the State-
righta doctrine as it came in the end to be distorted

| in the hands of its peculisr patrons. The terrible

war whioh is shaking our continent is not a thing
of yesterday. ¢ Far off its coming shone.” ~ And
the war is no! itself the revolution through which
this people is passing. It is but s symptom of
the fever which has been long raging in our sys-
tem, and which no blood-letting has yet availed to
reduoce.

As in all great historic movements of thia kind,
there has been in the past no revolution stirriog
society to its lowest depths and yet marching with
steady and equal steps to m predestined conclu-
sion—as there have been ebbs and flows, eddies
and regurgitations, marking the tidal movements
of the coufliot mot only in the phases it has assum-
ed from day to day, but in the stages through
which it has passed from the period of its rise to its
final decline, 8o we have no reason to suppose that
our great civil cataclysm will form any exception to
the general rale. Just as well could Falkland foresee
oo the morniog of the day in 1643 when he fell iu
the battle of Newbury the mutations through which:
Koglard would pass before she found peace under
William and Mary in the revolution of 1688, as we
can predics the intervals lying between the begin-
ning snd the end of this Titanic revolt, Thereare
those who desery the end of the revolt only in
war—MORE WAR for three years to come than we
have had for the three years just p:ssed, as though
this were a physical pos:ibility. There are those
who descry the end of the revolt only in peace, as
though & mere cessation of hostilities would bring
with it the old fraternal feeling which was soured
by generations of political dissensions beforn it was
curdled under the'exasperations of war. The zea-
lots who talk of the military “subjugation’ and
¢ extermination” of the Bouthern people know not
the meaniog of the words they use  And the op-
timists who, in their visions of “peace,” expect
that we shall wake up somie bright morning and
find that we have shaken off our consuming sorrow
like a hideous dream of the night, are equally shal®
low iu their fancies and fond in their hopes. The
nation® that becomes a prey to physioal forces as
huge and political passions as towering as those
which now impel the American people is a nation
which io some measure has parted with an assured
control over its own destiny.

We campiot be sure what fate awaits us to-mor-
row, or in the next year, much less in the next
decade. 1t is vastly essier to recount the impossi-
bilitics than the possibilities of our situation, if
men have regard to » logioal solution of our con-
flict, as scen from the ona side or the other of the
dividing line which parts the belligerents. The
logical result of the war, as viewed from' t he
North side of this line, oan be reached only when
the processes of  eonfiscation,” “subjugation,”
and “ extermination” shall have eradicated all the
means and sgents of armed resistance at the South.
Is this possible ! The logioal results of the war, as
viewed from the South side of that line, onn be
reached only when secession shall be admitted ns
a politioal right, and disunion be aocepted as a phy-
sioal nccessity. Are these results possible? Is
it not evident that the “logie of events” must
modify on both sides the passions which commit
us to endless war?  For is naot endless war as im-
possible as it is unendurable? Fow peace «ill
come no man osn predict, but it will come, becsuse
it must come in the nature of things, When it
will come no man oan prediet, for who can tell
what a day will bring forth when the thoughts of
men have left their old channels? Who has so
caloulated the elements of our great social and po-
litical agitation that he can fix the points at which
the pation will pause or find permanent rest from
the tarmoil of our troublous times ?

As the first condition of all right knowledge is
to know the limitations of our faculties, so the first
condition of all right action is to know the impos-
sibilities of our situation. When these are olearly
pe ceived and generally acknowledged, the ¢ pos.
sibilities” of our position will, under the provi-
dence of God, be revealed to us according to
times which no mere human foresight can appoint
and in ways whioh no mere humau wisdom can
ordain. As soon as this people is as ready to fol-
low the leadings of Providence as it has been to
attempt the unequal task of eoercing Providenoe
in the line of its own predetermined wishes, we
may expect to seo the path of duty opening before
us into the path of safety. By what devious steps
wo shall find this path, if we are ever to find it at
all, or through what valleys of humiliation we may
have to pass before it shall be reached, if reached
at all, are issues of the undeveloped future, known
only to Him who appoints ‘“the bounds of ows
habitation.””  Aide-toi, le ciel ¢aid -ra—"‘ hel
yourself, and heaven will help you'—is a maxio
that should prompt to all human activity in th
path of Heaven's pointing, for the maxim will b
realized in our experience only as we acoept anothe
which teaches that “ man stirs himself, but it §
God who leads him' —7"homme ¢ agite, mais Dieu

le mene,

THE ELEMENTS OF THE CONTEST.

The thoughtful resder has been able to infer,
from the tenor of the observations we offered on
Saturday last with respeet to the origin and causes
of the present deplorable war, that its outbreak,
however precipitated by violence on one side or by
mepaces on the other, was sooner or later inevi.
table. We know it is common to say that the war
 wight have been avoided if the leaders of the
party which scceded to the control of the Govera-
ment under President Linocolo had shown a pro-
per spirit of concession, which is much the same
w8 to say that the war might have been avoided
if the leaders of that party bad been angels and
not men. In considering the historic probabilities
of the question, we are bound to estimate the
forces whioh impelled each of the eontending seo-
tions in a given line of direction until they both
insensibly drifted ioto a war, without knowing
at all the strength of the motives under which they
were acting.  The intensity and volume of the po-
litical and moral forces ocolliding in this great
shock have been revealed to ourselves only by the
magoitude of the concussion which has shaken
sooiety to its lowest base.

We are quite well aware that no comprehensive
view of this kind ean relieve from the just weight
of the responsibility which they inourred the men
who, on the ove side or the other, sought rather
to invite than to dvert this oatastrophe. There is
% ‘““needs be'” that offences come, but woe to the
man by whom the offences come. The philosophi-
oal historian, however, who shall analyze in their
ultimate causes and impelling motives the events
that are now passing before our eyes will be able
to perocive in them the result of deep-rooted and
wide-spread auntipathies, involving whole classes of
wen, rather than the offspring of personal machi-
oations or individual ambition. Personal machi-
oations and individual ambition have not indeed
been wanting on the one side or the other of the
dividing line, but the far-impendiog issue hzs
shown itself to be stronger than all these by the
gigantio sweep it has taken beyond the scope
which entered into the schemes and caleulatious
of the men who suppused they were controlling its
movements, but who have lived only to sce them-
selves made the sport of the forces they had evolked.

“ He who of old would rend the cak
Dream'd not of the rebound.”

And so they who undertook to rend this Union
were little aware of the wrathful forces which they
would unchain by that rash act. But these forces
now make their presence every where felt, and
they show themselves to be stronger than the men
whom they impel, for they every where drive men
headlong according to the gusts of passion rather
than the persuasions of reason.

We have caute to believe that the inexorable
“logic of events’ has taught some useful but
bitter lessons to anti-slavery zeslots at the North,
and to that olass at the South who for years
had been the propagsndists of disunion. Go.den
dreams have been dispelled. The spirit of pride
and predominance which 8o long ruled in the hearts
of many Bouthern politicians, causing them to
augur not only the easy maintenance of Southern
irdependence, but the casy conquest of the ‘ un-
military North,” has been-onst out. In the outset
of the war the Federal Government was assailed
not only in the property of the nation lying within
the SBeceded States, but its security in the National
Capital was menaced ; and it is safe to say that it
would have been expelled from this eapital by
armed viclence if it had not placed iteelf in an at-
titude of resistance. The forees which joined us
in this gigantic struggle were destined to impinge
at some point,.and when they came into collision
in the year 1861 they speedily served to show by
their violenve that they were not of a nature to be
harmlesely averted or speedily allayed.

HON. BENJAMIN R. CURTIS.

When we passed in brief review a few days ago
the names of certain distinguished gentlemen,
prominently brought before the country with re-
ference to the impending Convention at Chieago,
we stated that it was our purpose to restrict our-
selves to names which it was within our koowledge
hed been publicly or privately canvassed for the
honor of a nowination by that body. If, under
the restriotion thus presoribed to oursclves, we
had been free to suggest the name of another emi-
nent citizen, who, so far as we are awarz, has not
been publicly designated as s ocandidate for the
Presidency, but who, by the dignity snd weight
of his character, would impart more honor to that
high office than he could receive from it, we might
have easily found such s name in the person of
another distinguished son of Massachusetts be.
sides the one we were ocalled to mention. We
allude to the Hon. BexsaMin R. Curtis,

formerly an Associate Justice of the Supreme

Court of the United States, but now pursuing his
profession at the bar. Giving his days and his
nights to the exacting oareer of the Iaw, Judge
Curtis is noi one of thoso who would be likely to
attract the attention or oonciliate the favor of
mere political managers, but if the highest office in
the people’s gift were marked “to be given to the
most worthy,” there are few men in the country

THE PRESIDENT'S MANIFESTO

From the |New York Times.

The Nationsl Iutelligencer persists in waintaining that
President Einooln stauds pledged, not only by the lotter
* to whom it may concern,” but ulio by his emssoipation
proclamation, nel to receive or cousider sy propusition for
peace with the rebels which dues oot embrses the sban-
donment of slavery as well aa the resturation of the Union,
It bolds that be is bound Lo prosecute the war for the abow
ition of slavery, even afler its prosecution ceasen to ba
uecessary for the restoration of the Univn. Wo have ol-
randy given our reasons for not eoncurriog in this opinion.

We do oot believe that Mr. Lineoln is so pledged by his
sutecedent or by his declarativns—uor do we believe that
als practical conduet of the Government will be guided by
such & theory, If Jeflerson Davis sbould offer, vn bebalf
ol the men in arms under him agaiost the Union, to return
to his allegianes to the Conatitution sud Government of
the United Staies, we beliove that Presideot Lineoln would
ther-upon stop the war. We do uot belive that he weuld
continun it for an hour longer, fur the abolition of slavery
i for any other purpose. The Union saved, all other
questions at 1esus would bs st once remanded to the deei-
“iun ol the proper tribunsls—aud, if destred by the proper
suthorities, the Constitutlon itsslfl would be subwit.ed to
the revision of a Cooventivn,

The Iutelligencsr labors with unwonted geal to demon-
strate tunt the Presidont eanuof, with cousistency or with
honor, pursue the polioy we thus expeet at bis bands, [t
appeals not only 10 his declurations oo the subject but to
the hopes and pr: judices of his radical supporters o exoiude
nim from the pos-ibility of sueh action  Its earnesiosse
10 this matter savors much more of the warwth ol & parti-
#sn who apprehends evil to his party csuse or caudidaty
from the patriotie setion of an vppovent than of ope zasl-
ous for the safety of the nation, and esger to have it
arnrad by s wise and patriotie policy on the part of its

we do not intend to follow the Intelligencer in the de-
tails of its argument. Ir quotes from the Presideut's proo
Ismation the declaration tuat the slaves in rebel Hiwes on
the let of Jaouary, 1803, eball be thengef rwnrd free,
snd that the * Executive Guvernment, ingludiog the wili
tsrv aod neval suthority thersof, will reeogoise aod main-
taii their freedom.” It g also bis subseqeut d- els.
ration that while be remains o'« fios he will “not sttampt
to retract or modify the emancip tion procismation,” wud
that to abandou the alaves freed uniter it would be w
“oruel and astounding breach of faith.” Aud it declares
'hat thess pledges cowpel him not to secept noy pence
whieh embraces less than the freedom of all the sisved
covered by the emancipation edict. We do nit e neur in
‘hat interpretation of these declarations  In our judgment
it gives them s far wider scope than was ever intended for
them by their author.
In the first plsev, the emaneipatton proelamatinn wog
issued a8 & means to an end. 1t was designed Lo he a
weapon of war—a ‘‘lever of power,” as the Pregidont
atyled it in bis last message to Congress  Le was jasned,
secording to its own terms—not as defiving the ohjaet of
the war, or fixiog any new aim which must be r-ach-d
efore the war eould and—but *“ as a fit aad neepsssry war
wensure for suppressing the rebellion ;" sud it was deem-d
“warranted by the Loustitution” only *“ 88 a wilitary ne-
cessmity,” It would seem to be < videat that a deoree is-u-d
fur the purpose of seouring n ecrtsin end would, ths wo-
ment that end was reached, cesse to bave any other prag-
tioal vigor aud effoct tban such se might have besn given
to it while it wus operstive in its proper character, 1f 1t
did free cerlain slaves while aiming to suppress the rebel-
lion, thove sluves would doubiiess be fres after the rebgl-
ion should be elosed. But thal it wust continue to ba
nuforeed by srme, after the end for which it was wesued
had been eecured, in order to necomplish praetieally the
frecdom of sll the slaves, seems to us pr p.st-rous, We
see nothiog in any language President Lincolu bas ever
ueed to warrant us iu believing that be eo regerds it On
the eontrary, every thivg ho bas said on (he sutject goss
to show that the proclamstion was regarded b, him ss
purcly 8 military wrasure—a mesns of ascompli-hing »
mil tary end, and jusufiabls only on the ground of military
necessiy. Lo s last snnusl wessage e ways: ** Ao Td-
lrg to cur pulitiosl system, ks 8 matter of givil sdminiira-
tion, the Goversment hat no lawiul power s eff .ot emao-
cipstion in any State, and for a loog tiwe it had see s hoped
hat the rebellion could be suppressed wihont resoriing to
it as a militury measure "' Belure the vecessity for ~uch
s Wisaeure, in order to suppress the rebellion, arore, it was
not evwpetent for the Guvernwent to adopt it.  When that
neceusily censpa—Lhe rebellion beivg suppre.sed—it wou.d
#-emn to beevident that the we ssure must loss all practieal
foroe aod ¢ffect. Wea mine an ensw)'s works o captare
them; it would be idle sud absurd io sontinue the wine
after the works whould be surrendered.
We do not see what the lotelligencer or the coun’,
to gain by throwing doubt upon President Line,
tion 0. this snbject. 1f it should sucoeed |4 goavineing
the le thut he means to coutinne the “war after the re-
nellion is quelled and the Union savey for the purpose of
forcing 1he sbandoument of siavary, it would only parslyzs
the Guvernment by destroying the publiccoufifencs curen-
tinl to it support. Buch a conviction would impede the
drafr, eheck volunteering, exote gereral disoontent, nnd
wost seriously imperil the Union canse. We ean unter-
stand why hot hesded, eelfisn, party zealots pursue this
course, reckless of these results ; but we should have ex
preted to find the Intellivemocer smoothing the path. of
patriotio duty for the Presidet ip these duys of perplexity
noid peril, rather than hedgiog tim about with freah 7yp.
barrassments sod complications. We beleve him ¢, be
periectly free from all commitments and obligatic s that
couflict with the supreme duty of savng the ‘Union, of
wiging the war with all possible vigor to e vet the rebel-
livn, wnd of stopping the war just s« soon as thst resul: has
been sttained. In our judgment, he is pecfecily tree not
ouly to “ receive aud consider ™ any propostion of pence
that embraces the integrity of the Union and the sa-sation
of the rebellion, but be is alio perfectly free to make a
turmal proff ¢ of peace upon that sale o mdition whenever
ha may thick it would be eonducive to the publie guod.
A+d we truet that, it sny oocasion should arrive when
such a prospect or poseibility of peice (hall come befo-o
nim from soy quacter, the Inteliigenesr at least wil uot
seek to drive mm from its eonsideration by a parade of
pledges and commitments sirained beyoud their proper

scope.

10 ry hea
hu's posi=

From the Pittsburg (Pa.) Gazette.

Thers is & strong desire in New York, whe re money
rules, for pesce st almost any price sod on almost nuy
terms. The Tribune and Times represent the botter part
of the Wall street intereat in this regard, and the World
snd Journal of Commerce the grosser part, In the som.
mercial cenirea the same feeling prevails, and probadly in
much the same way; but Wall street is always more de-
wunstrative than any other locality, and the f-cling o1 tha
money interest of the couniry generslly flods exprossion
thers. The pressore from this sourcs upon the Admnis
trat on has been very strong; and ever sipoe Mr Grecley
beosme A eort of ambasseador at Niagora the Wali airect
interest has not been slow in taking advantage of his will-
ingn=na to bring about a pencé withoul tte abolition of
slavery. =

Ax this subject is thus fairly up for discussion, we will
nob be slow iu putting our opiuions forward, We, 100,
are for penee, but we are for o lastivg peses, and n it for
aony hollow truee that may bring us for the present the
semblaves of & pasce, yot will be at best but a temporary
sm theriog of the fires of diseord, lsaving them &1 boarst
out ngain with increased fury. Woe are for the Uni n, too,
and fur its restoration, but upon such teroia ns will secura
it rguinet futnre sttempts st rupturing it

‘L here cso be no lestivg peace and po parman-nt Union
s long ax slavery s allowed 0 exist within our bounds,
it is an element of eoostaat discord snd et-ife, sad it wll
either rule or ruin. 'We have seen encuzh of its rule, and
we are now seeiog ite eff irte at ruin  If we do oot crush
it now, it will cease ita eff irts 8t ruin ouly by being re-
stored to rule.  Shall we, after snerificing tha lives of over
two hundred thousand brave men, and ivourring a debt of
two thousand millioes, go back to the old condition of
things and l-ave a similar centest for some future genera-
tim 1 Then haa all this blovd sod treasure been spent for

who would deserve to enter the lists with him in a | naught.

competition where merit alone was to decide the
award that should be made. 1t adds to his de-
serving that L bas shown by his pen, in the
times through which we are passing, that he “under-
stands his epooh,” and ocan give good counsel to
the people in this day of perplexity and trial, when
the rules and processes of law are in danger from
the assumptions of © Executive power.”

EMPLOYMERT OF BLAVES.
The Beerstary of War bas ordered that all slaves who
ars brought to the several reeruiting rendegvoun in the
«avernl slive States and rrmnd. physiesily diequalified for
military serviee, and who do not desire to returo to their
masters but seek military protection, shall not be rejacted,
snt enlisted and mustered iuto the United States servioe
vith & view to transfer to the Quartermmaster's Depart-
nent. Quartermasters are aleo ordered not to forward
hemen until they ars properly transforted by order of the
War Department —New Vork Tribwne,

Montgomery papers of a week ago say that the railrond
rom that ity to Atlanta, destroyed by Gen. Rouseeau. oan:
ot possibly be put in working order before the Ist of
september. There ia diffioulty in gettiog iron, which at
st reports was held at two hundred and fifty doliars per

tm; also diffioulty in getting Iaborers,

ivis very easy to assume that “slavery is gbeolute'y
gone,” but it is not true. Ths Fremont Qonvention at
Claveland stultified itsell by sdopting wa & fact that which
overy day's histiry proves 10 be a lie, that slavery is dend.
Slavery is not dead, nor is it absolutely gone. It d s not
appear to be even going 1% is ab this hour the life and
soul of the rebellion, and only when the latter 1s thorough-
ly erushed will the former die. If any is oonaluded
whioh is not based upon the thorongh abolition of siavery.
it will ba found, therefore, that it is alive and a.and, able
to conirol Judges, overawe Presidests, domi eer Con-
grees, and rule the country  So that it is hardly worth
while to plead for wi hout abolition upos the plea
that slavery is Mm:‘l,; gone
It is eqially vain to ask us to leave the guestion of
slavery to the courts We are unwilling to trust any ques.
twon ia which huwman freedom is goncerved to the Suprems
Court ng st present conatituted, If we are guing to mike
pehee let us moke it upon terma too plain b need j ol cial
comstruotion. Wae nll kuow what we mean ; let us there-
fore way plainly what we mean If we mesn i) restore
slavery, let us oay s0; and if we wean to abolish it l¢t us
any it, sud say it in unmistaksble terms. 11 Lberty is to ba
shented, let her be olieated openly, sad not by dodging
sehind the courta
The President has issued his proclamation delaring the
Javes free ; lot him stsnd by it if he wants the people to
tind by him. Coogroes has endorsed aod legalizad that
roelnmation, lot us have no baskiog out from it After
hres years of war, with all its bitter lessons and sad axpa-
jenoes, it in too |ate to telina that we must not insist np 0
ve vantage ground we bave gained., Shal we tell the
vid ows and orphsos sod mourners whioch ths war has
wade, that after all we bage not besn Aighting for freedom,
that in fsot we have been ting for nothing ! Othern
may do ns they like, but a0 step shall be taken baokward
kwuh our gonsent,




